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Huge Boulder at Wading River. See Next Page. 
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Wading River Boulder 


I enclose photo of the boulder 
referred to in the April Forum 
by Mr. Samuel B. Cross of West- 
hampton Beach. It stands on a 
very high heavily wooded ridge 
about a mile south of North River 
road and about the same distance 
north of Sound avenue. The only 
approach is by a wood road on the 
east side of my land. 

Few except Indians and hunters 
have ever seen this geological mon- 
ster from which a large section of 
one side has been broken. That it 
is located high up on the ridge is 
cause for wonder. 

George W. Hart 
Wading River 


As to Dr. Wood 


Dr. Clarence Ashton Wood is 
truly a remarkable person. To be 
the senior contributing editor of 
the Forum at 82 is accomplishment 
enough, but that to be able to 
contribute such clear and _ inter- 
esting articles is a gift granted 
to few persons at that age. I mar- 
vel at his ability and hope that 
your readers will be able to enjoy 
many more of his extremely inter- 
esting articles for many years to 
come. 

The mystery of Lake Ronkon- 
koma’s tide, I note is still a mys- 
tery. Some of the explanations 
appear to be no more convincing 
than the story going the rounds 
many years ago that an Indian 
drowned in Connecticut (I believe 
it was) and his body was found 
floating in Lake Ronkonkoma. 

As usual the September issue 
was most interesting and the cover 
picture made me homesick. 

Horace K. T. Sherwood 
Long Beach, Cal. 

Note: We think the one-time 
mayor of the city of Glen Cove. 
now retired, may have launched a 
new one with that sub-Sound post- 
mortem voyage from the Nutmeg 
State. 


The picture on the December 
cover is very nice. We have just 
such a little old chair here. Mrs. 
Joseph A. Wells, Upper Montclair, 
N. J. 
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elessenger 


EARLY 150 years ago, on 
January 28, 1808, the 
requiem of musketry, fired by 
an extemporized military or- 
ganization, rang out in Locust 
Valley in recognition of the 
burial of a king. The king was 
a gray stallion, named Mes- 
senger, and the volleys signal- 
ized the lowering of the twen- 
ty-eight-year-old hoofed pa- 
triarch into a grave under a 
chestnut tree near the junc- 
tion of the Duck Pond and 
Piping Rock roads at Matine- 
cock. A  rough-hewn, blue- 
stone monument, standing 
over four feet high and erect- 
ed in 1935 by a group of 
American horse-lovers, today 
rests approximately twenty 
paces north of the grave 
which in 1808, before the eyes 
of the whole countryside, re- 
ceived the remains of the 
king of horses. 
Foaled on English soil, Mes- 
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““Ohe Great “Progenitor” 


Dr. Charles A. Huguenin 


Editor’s Note 

In 1952 Harvey F. Raymond, a 
member of the Nassau County His- 
torical Society, purchased the four- 
acre tract that included the monu- 
ment and grave of Messenger. As 
the plot lay almost directly in the 
middle of the estate, which Mr. 
Raymond named Messenger Hill, 
two entrances from the highway 
were built to pass on either side 
of the well grassed plot which, 
with the monument restored to its 
original condition, is kept in the 
same excellent shape as the large 
front lawn that surrounds it. 


senger propitiously entered 
the world in 1780, the same 
spring that the first English 
Derby was run over Epsom 
Downs. Sired by the gray 
Yorkshire-bred Mambrino, 
who was considered at one 
interval in his five racing sea- 
sons the best horse in Eng- 
land, Messenger from birth 
was obviously ticketed for 


equine immortality. His 
grandsire was Engineer, who 
had won seven out of twelve 
contests, largely over four- 
mile courses under heavy 
weights. His great grandsire 
was Sampson, a Yorkshire- 
bred black, who was among 
the most famous of the early 
horses of the British turf and 
stud, beaten only in his last 
race allegedly by failing eye- 
sight, and acclaimed the 
stoutest horse ever seen at 
Newmarket. Bred probably by 
Sir Richard, first Earl of 
Grosvenor and the “Father of 
the Turf,’ Messenger was 
promisingly launched as a 
colt. 

His conquests on the Eng- 
lish turf at Newmarket in 
1783 included Colchester, 
Spectre, and Pyrrhus; in 1784 
he won four out of seven 
races, defeating Trigger, 
Apothecary, Snowdrop, Flam- 





MESSENGER (1780-1808) 


From the only known copy of a Lithograph from a Painting attributed to E. Trope 
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er, and the Prince of Wales’ 
Ulysses; in 1785, while he 
was in good form, he beat 
Ulysses again, Fortitude, and 
Lord Sherborne’s Taylor. In 
summation, Messenger’s track 
career in three seasons em- 
braced sixteen performances, 
of which he won ten, was sec- 
ond twice, third twice, and 
unplaced twice. One of the 
outstanding horses at New- 
market throughout his turf 
career, Messenger has been 
characterized as “entitled to 
the rank of thorough respect- 
ability without attaining to 
great distinction.” 

In May of 1788 he was im- 
ported, via Philadelphia, to 
this country, the only winner 
of the King’s Plate to enter 
America. He never competed 
on this side of the Atlantic, 
but his stud career just fol- 
lowing the Revolutionary War 
was meritorious enough to 
stamp him as the “Great Pro- 
genitor.”” The War in seven 
years had depleted our blood 
stock and our higher class 
riding and driving horse-flesh. 
Eight-year-old Messenger was 
one of numerous English-bred 
stallions imported to build up 
and replenish the American 
horse stock. As a stud horse 
he was extremely popular, 
and he begot a numerous 
progeny. In 1796 alone he was 
mated to 106 mares at thirty 
dollars apiece to cover. It fell 
his lot to become virtually the 
creator of the American 
Standardbred trotting breed. 

Certain aspects of his ap- 
pearance were unimpressive. 
Acute judges of horse-flesh 
have described him as “very 
short” with a “flea-bitten”’ 
look. His head was “large and 
rather heavy,” his shoulders 
were “too straight” and 
“loaded,” and his’ withers 
were “low and rounded rather 
than high, thin, and _ fine.” 
Withal, his movements were 
prompt, quick, and active, and 
he gave the impression of 
grandeur, with a carriage full 
of majesty and spirit. 

Although Messenger was 
the foundation sire of the 
best breed of light-harness 

Continued on Page 9 
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“Ohe Island’s eWajestic Osprey 


A FEW hearty souls can 

recall that three gen- 
erations ago many more Os- 
prey nested on Long Island 
than now. The number is de- 
creasing and, as the pressures 
of civilization bear in upon 
them, they may disappear en- 
tirely from the local scene. 
This passing would remove 
one of our largest and most 
interesting birds for an Os- 
prey is a devoted family-man, 
a tough, a desirable neighbor, 
and a bandit—all in one! 

My boss, Frank Valentine, 
of Baldwin, is usually able to 
supply any information I 
need concerning our end of 
Great South Bay. He has been 
on the bay much of his life 
and now takes his cabin cruis- 
er down the creek whenever 
he has half an excuse. So I 
asked him what about Osprey, 
Fish Hawks, in our bay. As a 
boy he remembered them 
swooping down on the mill- 
pond at Baldwin and flying 
away with a goldfish — the 
goldfish grew big in that 
pond in those days. 

We talked along about Os- 
prey until I asked, “How do 
Fish Hawks get out of the 
water?” On the face of it that 
questicn does not look like a 
poser, but maybe it is. Mr. 
Valentine said he had seen 
them do it hundreds of times 
but as to just how, he could 
not remember. 


There are several things 
we need to bear in mind about 
Fish Hawks in regard to their 
getting out of water. We 
must remember that their 
feet are not webbed like gulls 
and ducks which use their 
feet to climb out of water. 
Fish Hawk feet are claws, 
talons, and are used to catch 
and hold fish. Also a Fish 
Hawk is not built to rest or 
sit on water as are water 
birds. And, too, he must 
“shake” himself to free his 
wings of water before he can 
do much in the way of flying. 
You have’ seen’ chickens 
“shake” themselves to get rid 


Julian Denton Smith 


of dust and dirt and some- 
times water. A Fish Hawk 
“shakes” the same way. (In 
falconry the word is “rouse” 
and is similar in meaning to 
our word “shake’’). 

A Fish Hawk gets wet be- 
cause some of the fish he 
tries for are not at the sur- 
face as the hawk thought and 
he may have to go under be- 
fore he can use his talons on 
the fish. Then once in a while 
a Fish Hawk underestimates 
the size of the fish and sud- 
denly finds he has hooked 
into one too large for him to 
handle. In that case the hawk 
may be pulled down deep in 
the water before he can loosen 





his talons and disengage the 
fish. 

You may ask why a Fish 
Hawk bothers with fish at 
all when there are so many 
hazards involved. The reason 
is that fish are practically the 
only thing a Fish Hawk eats. 
Even the day-old young are 
fed nothing but fish. So in or- 
der to remain alive the hawk 
must take the chances asso- 
ciated with preying upon fish. 

No doubt the nickname — 
Fish Hawk—is generally used 
rather than the real name — 
Osprey. This is certainly true 
on Long Island even though 
the most celebrated and best- 
known colony of Osprey sum- 
mers out in Gardiners Bay. 

On Gardiners Island Osprey 
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nests have been built in the 
tops of trees, on roofs of 
buildings, walls, in thickets, 
on shore wreckage, and even 
on the shore itself. The same 
nests are used year after 
year by the same birds. The 
nests are ugly, ungainly and 
unsightly things made of 
sticks, seaweeds, tree branch- 
es, dried carcasses of birds, 
crab shells and most anything 
in the line of rubbish that a 
powerful bird can lift and 
carry off. Nests are also to 
be found on top of telephone 
and telegraph poles. Owners 
of New England coastal farms 
frequently nail cartwheels 
horizontally at the top of 
poles to encourage Osprey to 
nest there. The farmers like 
to have Fish Hawks around 
as they discourage or drive 
off crows, some hawks and 
possibly owls, and do not eat 
the crops. 

Two or three eggs are laid 
in a nest each season and af- 
ter the young birds appear 
the nest is never left unat- 
tended and unprotected by 
the parents. There seems no 
limit to the care and attention 
Fish Hawks lavish on their 
young. The mother always 
does the feeding. The male 
bird brings the fish which she 
tears into small pieces and 
feeds to the youngsters while 
the father stands at the rear 
of the nest overseeing the 
action. A certain family con- 
sciousness appears to exist so 


that consideration, courtesy 
and gentleness are practiced. 
These attributes seem gravely 
out of place among such 
crude, rough and tough crea- 
tures. 

The young birds do all 
sorts of wing exercisings and 
acrobatics which make them 
expert fliers upon leaving the 
nest. The very first flight 
may be several miles in ex- 
tent and entirely out of sight 
of the nest, yet it is made in 
elegant flying style and with 
an excellent sense of direc- 
tion. 

It seems to me that a Fish 
Hawk’s feet resemble those 
of a parrot altho much more 
refined and definitely utili- 
tarian. Probably the hawk is 
fully as awkward as the par- 
rot in walking on flat surfaces 
—each gets along better on 
things they can grasp, grip 
and cling to. No one ever 
tells of a Fish Hawk walking 
up to a clump of seaweed, 
taking hold with its feet and 
then flying off to add the de- 
bris to the nest. The hawk has 
another way of doing this. He 
picks things up on the wing 
as he passes over, grabbing 
it with his feet without miss- 
ing a wing beat. Everything 
that goes into the disreput- 
able nest is lifted while the 
bird is in flight. 

Fish Hawks or Osprey are 
big birds which gives rise to 
the name Fishing Eagles in 


Continued on page 8 
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°Back {ane ‘Driving 


"THE cover story in the No- 
vember Forum of the 
treadmill contractor of Glen 
Cove who used to drive about 
threshing grain for the farm- 
ers in that vicinity reminds me 
that we had our own one-horse 
treadmill on our farm here on 
Strong’s Neck, Setauket. Be- 
fore we started using our own 
horse to operate it, we used to 
borrow from my uncle an 
aged horse named Rattler. 

He was an unusual “crit- 
ter” for he would climb to the 
top of the machine, set his 
feet and then slide down, 
which kept the treads mov- 
ing without his having to 
walk. I always felt sorry for 
the treadmill horses and was 
very glad when father in- 
stalled a kerosene engine to 
replace them. 

Looking back, I can recall 
a story that my father told 
me to show what a truly wild 
place Strong’s Neck was in 
his early years. One day a 
narty left Setauket for West 
Meadows, near the shore, and 
became completely lost, wan- 
dering around in the tangle of 
jarrow lanes for hours and 
failing to reach their destina- 
tion. 

I took great pride in my 
own knowledge of the wilder- 
ress on Strong’s Neck and 
often drove friends through 
the maize of roads, never fail- 
ing to reach the shore just 
where I had planned. I was 
fond of driving through these 
back lanes, sometimes with 
unexpected results. 

Once when driving along a 
road in East Setauket near 
the railroad tracks, I met a 
farmwagon towing a mowing 
machine. With high banks on 
either side, there was no pass- 
ing, but the farmer and I left 
our vehicles. I led my horse 
up one bank and the farmer 
lifted my carriage up after 


me. Then after getting his — 


own rig past, he returned and 
helped me get mine back to 
the road. 


Kate Wheeler Strong 


Editor’s Note 


We have long known from oth- 
ers that in her younger days Miss 
Strong was a skillful horsewoman, 
both in driving and riding. This is 
the first time that she has referred 
to it in one of her always interest- 
ing stories. 


Another time, on a fine 
spring day, I was coming 
back home from Port Jeffer- 
son and decided to take the 
Gulley road which leads from 
the Post road to Railroad ave- 
nue. I was driving a team to 
my mother’s phaeton, which 
now, by the way, is in the 
Stony Brook Carriage Mu- 
seum. 

On reaching the top of a 
rise, imagine my dismay to 
find the road ahead complete- 
ly washed out, leaving a gul- 
ley that probably nothing but 
a modern jeep could have ne- 
gotiated. Fortunately, how- 
ever, Mr. Ed Mills saw me 
from the lower road and, leav- 
ing his own rig, came to the 





rescue. I followed on foot 
while he, leading the team by 
the bridles, managed some- 
how to get them and the 
phaeton up the bank and 
down on the far side. I was 
thankful indeed as I again 
took the reins and drove on. 


On still another occasion, 
no helping hand came to the 
rescue and I had to get out of 
the trouble myself. I had tak- 
en Thompson’s Hay Path, 
which leaves the highway 
near the old Thompson House, 
and had just passed a big 
dump beside the path when I 
came upon a large bedspring 
blocking the narrow right-of- 
way. It had evidently fallen 
off some wagon that was tak- 
ing a load of rubbish to the 
dump. It was certainly a road- 
block. 

Fortunately for me, my 
horse, old Hughey, was will- 
ing to stand unhitched while 
I got out and by pushing, 
turning and hauling the 
spring finally managed to get 

Continued on page 18 
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Majestic Osprey 


Continued from page 6 


inland areas. They are gen- 
erally two feet from beak to 
tail and the wing spread over 
five feet. The upper parts are 
usually dark brown and the 
head and under sides are 
white. The bill is hooked—a 
beak. The legs are long and 
compactly feathered. The feet 
are large and powerful and 
rather scaly. The claws are 
long and ‘sharp and the outer 
toe is reversible, like an Owl. 
All in all a Fish Hawk is a 
tough-looking customer. He 
lives on fish, live fish. 

For the following descrip- 
tion of the way a Fish Hawk 
catches fish we are endebted 
to Mr. F. Willard (Chick) 
Young, of Wantagh, a man 
remarkably familiar with the 
details of wild life on Long 
Island. The Fish Hawk flies 
slowly over the shallower wa- 
ters at an elevation of 50 to 
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100 feet and seems to hover 
above the spot where he sees 
a fish. Suddenly the bird 
plummets straight down head- 
first with wings laid out in 
back. He yanks his wings into 
place and levels off above the 
surface of the water at the 
same time dropping his talons 
into the water and grasping 
the fish without getting him- 
self wet. He flies off with the 
fish securely hooked in hoth 
feet and with the head fore- 
most. 

A Fish Hawk or Osprey al- 
ways carries a fish with its 
head first. The arrangement 
looks for all the world like a 
torpedo slung under the belly 
of an airplane. In flying wood 
to the nest while abuilding, 
the hawk carries it lengthwise 
to the line of flight, the same 
as the position of the fish. 

If the fish is in water deep- 
er than the Fish Hawk had 
figured, the hawk goes right 
iito the water after it. Fish 
Hawks can not dive, so he 
splashes in feet first. The 
bird surfaces by use of its 
wings and seems to rise out 
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of the water on uninterrupted 
winging. When it has risen to 
a height of 10 to 15 fest, i’ 
“shakes” itself to free all wa- 
ter from the wings. During 
the “shaking” the bird loses 
altitude but quickly regains 
elevation on the strength of 
the dry wings. 

Mr. Young tells of a Fish 
Hawk coming up from the 
ocean at Daytona Beach, 
Florida, lugging a big fish. 
The fish was so heavy that 
the hawk could not rise more 
than 3 or 4 feet above the 
beach sand. The hawk flew 
toward Mr. Young who ran 
at the bird waving his arms 


Continued on page 13 
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Messenger 


Continued from Page 4 


horses upon both the course 
and the road, not only in this 
country but throughout Eu- 
rope and Australasia as well, 
he himself ironically never 
trotted a mile in all his life, 
nor did any of his sons. It was 
his grandson, Top Gallant, 
who with Whalebone, another 
grandson, made trotting horse 
history through the very late 
1820’s and the early 1830’s. 
In 1821 when he was thirteen 
years of age, Top Gallant 
broke the trotting record for 
the mile, and 2:46%4, stood as 
the established record for 
seventeen years until 1838. 
Another grandson, Abdallah, 
is the trotter listed as No. 1 
in the “Trotting Stud Book.” 
The famous gray mare named 
Lady Suffolk, first “Queen of 
Trotters,” in whom the Mes- 
se ger blood was strong, con- 
founded spectators with her 
speed and endurance when 
she was campaigned contiau- 
ously in grueling tests for fif- 
teen years from 1838 to 1853. 
She was foaled in 1833 at 
Burr’s Indian Head Farm in 
Commack. The stallion Rarus, 


foaled at R. B. Conklin’s 
Sound View Farm near Green- 
port in 1867, another record- 
breaker, had Messenger blood. 

About 1850 William M. Rys- 
dyvk, a poor Orange County 
farmer, bought for $124 a 
dam and her colt, thereafter 
known as Rysdyk’s Hamble- 
tonian, and subsequently ris- 
ing to colossal greatness in 
trotting annals. Through his 
progenitors, Hambletonian 
was a triple Messenger. He 
showed little speed, never ran 
in competition, and his only 
claim to fame was his blood 
relationship to Messenger. Be- 
cause it was discovered that 
Hambletonian sired fast 
horses, Rysdyk charged fees 
finally up to $500 for his serv- 
ices. Before the stallion’s 
death in 1876, he had earned 
in stud fees more than $200,- 
000 for his owner and had be- 
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got a progeny of 1,335 foals. 


The chestnut mare, Lou 
Dillon (1898), the first horse 
ever to trot a mile under two 
minutes, was five times in- 
bred to Hambletonian and had 
collateral Messenger cross- 
ings, many and various, on 
both her dam’s and her sire’s 
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side. Every one of the nine- 
teen two-minute trotters to 
January of 1935 had many 
tracings of Messenger blood. 
Uhlan, a black gelding, re- 
duced the time for the mile in 
1912 to 1:58, a ten-year rec- 
ord that was shattered in 1922 
by Peter Manning with 1:563/, 
seconds. Both Uhlan and 
Peter Manning were direct de- 
scendants of Messenger. In 
fact, about ninety percent of 
the registered trotters and 
pacers of today trace directly 
back in the male line through 
Rysdyk’s Hambletonian even- 
tually to Messenger. 


But Messenger’s equine im- 
mortality is not circumscribed 
by the trotting breed alone. 
He exerted a widespread in- 
fluence upon the Thorough- 
bred, as well as upon the 
Standardbred in America. To- 
day his blood is carried by 
most American Thorough- 
breds, and he justifiably ranks 
in this class with the great 
horses of all time. His line 
overrode all competition. The 
long, sweeping stride of the 
Messengers, possessed of pro- 
digious speed and stamina, 


Continued on page 16 
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Duck Hunter’s Widow 
I’m a duckhunter’s widow 
When the broadbill fly, 
When the teal descend 
From the morning sky. 
When the black duck stool 
I’m safe at home, 
Thinking, ‘My dear, there’s 
No sense in your dome!” 
You rise in the morn 
About quarter to three 
To go out on the bay 
Where the winds blow free, 
And lay in a duckboat 
Exclusively damp— 
In your back a pain; 
In your leg a cramp. 
So still you can hear 
The drop of a pin 
While the reeds and thatching 
Tickle your chin. 





You come home fagged 
And expect to be fed 
On a feathery duck 
That’s riddled with lead. 
Expect me to cook it, 
Say it tastes fine 
When it seems not fit 
For a fat old swine! 
I’m a duckhunter’s widow 
With malice toward none, 
For man will be man 
And must have his fun. 
I gripe and am lonely 
But all the same, 
Better a duck 
Than another dame! 
Harriet W. Ketcham 
Amityville 


Mount Sinai vs. Demon Rum 


I have never seen it mentioned 
in the Forum that the Congrega- 
tional Church of Mt. Sinai, on the 
north side of Brookhaven town, 
was a pioneer in the temperance 
movement on Long Island. 

This church as early as 1842 
adopted a resolution to stop the 
use of fermented wine at com- 
munion—a practice that was quite 
general throughout the country at 
that time. It also resolved unani- 
mously that ‘The traffic in ardent 
spirits is immoral and ought to be 

Continued on next page 
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Long Island’s Suburban Homeland 
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PETER P. ROCCHIO 
The Town Agency For 
Real Estate and Insurance 


889 Nassau Road, Uniondale 
Phone HEmpstead 2-6858 
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JOHN J. ROE & SON 
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abandoned and we cannot fellow- 
ship any member engaged in it.” 

Another old record states that 
“Our fathers endured bravely all 
the annoyances of a bitter and ag- 
gressive opposition to total absti- 
nence which expressed itself in 
various ways; sometimes by felling 
trees across the road so _ that 
people coming with teams to attend 
a temperance meeting in this place 
found it necessary to bring their 
axes in order to make the way 
clear to get home”. 

This church was organized at 
Mount Sinai (then known as Old 
Man’s) December 27, 1789, by the 
Rev. Noah Hallock who was or- 





Mt. Sinai Church 


dained its first pastor February 6, 
1790. He served for 29 years and 
Old Man’s did not become Mount 
Sinai until 1835. 

Rev. Noah Hallock was born 
October 9, 1758 at Rocky Point, 
also in Brookhaven town, the son 
of Noah and Nancy Ann Hendrick- 
son Hallock. He married Sarah 
Thorne March 15, 1780 and their 
two children were Daniel Minor 
and Noah Hallock 4th. 

The original meeting house stood 
to the west of the present church 
which was first opened for service 
December 3, 1807, on land which 
had belonged to Joseph Davis. The 
building had no steeple until 1850 
when Samuel Hopkins of Millers 
Piace, a trustee, provided funds for 
its construction. 

Pastor Hallock died October 22, 
1818 while still serving and was 
buried in the graveyard behind the 
church. He was a brother of my 
great - great - grandfather Thomas 
Hallock who like the future clergy- 
man was born in the old Hallock 
homestead at Rocky Point, erected 
in 1720 by Noah Hallock Ist and 
still standing. 

Clarence Burt Doughty 
Bayport 


I liked the Robert R. Coles story 
“Sauntering Down Long Island” 
and Wilson L. Glover’s “Whalers 
Took Chances” in the November 
Forum. Nancy Boyd Willey, New 
York and Sag Harbor 
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Leading Real Estate Brokers 





Death of a Monarch 


In Mr. Peters’ “The Trees of 
Long Island”, on page 21 is pic- 
tured the largest Horse Chestnut 
Tree in the United States. Perhaps 
some of your readers might like to 
know that part of this tree fell 
during a storm in 1955 and the re- 
mainder was removed by our local 
highway dept. 

That huge trunk now reposes, of 
all places, in the town dump. Truly 
a sad ending for such a glorious 
specimen. 

Roy E. Lott 
Town Historian 
Huntington 


This is a delightful publication, 
and all of us are looking forward 
to future issues. Mrs. Eliot B. 
Bradford, Amityville. 





Babylon 
CHARLES F. PFEIFLE 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 
Lots - Plots - Acreage 
W. Main, by Lake MOhawk 9-0644 
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Edward B. Bristow 
Real Estate and Insurance 


Main Street EAstport 5-0164 
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General Insurance 
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RAYMOND A. SWEENEY 
66 Merrick Rd., Copiague AMityville 4-1961 
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East Hampton 
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Tile 
Shades and Blinds 
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Swezey’'s Mill, E. Patchogue 


We all enjoy the Forum very 
much. I was interested in the story 
by that fine writer Dr. Wood about 
the old mill in East Patchogue 
(Swan Creek), run by Mr. Swezey. 
I well remember his pleasant face 
when I was six years old and 
walked from my grandfather Gar- 
ret Dunbar’s house on Bay Avenue, 
near Carman Street, to buy pan- 
cake flour at the mill. 

Mary F. L’Hommedieu 
Norwalk, Ct. 


Toonervilles of Maine 


The above is the title of an in- 
teresting pamphlet, well illustra- 
ted, telling of the trolleys of the 
Pine Tree State. It was compiled 
by O. R. Cummings of Newbury- 
port, Mass., and published by Fe- 
lix E. Reifschneider, P.O. Box 774, 
Orlando, Florida, to whom anyone 
interested should write. 


Historical Rhymes, Etc. 





By all means publish a book of 
Paul Bailey’s historical poems. It 
would make a collector’s item. 

Jesse Merritt 
Nassau County Historian 

Note: Such a book is now in the 
making. More than 200 requests 
and advance orders have been re- 
ceived. We hope to have it out as 
early as possible. Editor. 


Fellow Beachcombers 


We have always enjoyed Julian 
Smith’s nature lore for we are old 
beachcombers ourselves — walk- 
ing the shore summer and winter. 

Mrs. Andrus T. Valentine 
Cold Spring Harbor 








Treadmill at Hauppauge 


I was greatly interested in the 
article in the November Forum 
about “Old Time Treadmills” as it 
brought back memories of my boy- 
hood days. In our community in 
the old days most of the farmers 
raised grain such as wheat, rye, 
oats, etc. for their own use. 

One neighbor had a _ treadmill 
and in the fall went from farm to 
farm threshing the grain. As a boy 
I often helped in the threshing and 
it was hard, dusty and hot work. 
I can recall how glad we were 
when they stopped to rest the 
horses, for it gave us a chance 
to get a drink and rest. 

I wonder what the youth of to- 
day would say if they had to do 
such work. We didn’t need to hire 
a physical director then to see 
that the boys got enough exer- 
cise. And there was no juvenile 
delinquency in those day as we 
had no time or desire for that. 
Guess I’m still old-fashioned. 

M. M. Prince 
Hauppauge 
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Majestic Osprey 


Continued from page 8 


and shouting. The hawk 
scared easily and dropped the 
load. Mr. Young picked up the 
fish, took it home and that 
evening it graced his dining 
table. The fish weighed 4 lbs. 

That experience has the 
ring of a fair-sized fish-story. 
I guess it is okay, however, 
as Mr. Young’s sister says she 
baked the fish after first cut- 
ting away the flesh torn by 
the talons. 

Osprey offer very little 
competition to the sportsman 
because the fish that the bird 
seeks are not those most de- 
sired by the fisherman. There 
is scarcely any conflict of in- 
terest. Fish Hawks in fresh 
water depend upon carp, cat- 
fish and suckers; in salt wa- 
ter they go for eels, blowfish 
and menhaden. 

The Fish Hawk is a suc- 
cessful bandit with a slick 


Fish Hawks of 


way of perpetrating a rob- 
bery. Let any bird carrying 
a fish in its bill come within 
sight of a hungry Fish Hawk 
and the hawk is in immediate 
pursuit. He comes up in back 
of the fish carrier and sud- 
denly appears overhead 
threatening, screaming and 
bullying. In terror the bird 
darts, twists and turns to 
lose the hawk and, in a final 
effort to gain maneuvera- 
bility, lets go of the fish. The 
hawk drops faster than the 
fish and catches it easily in 
his talons. These stick-ups 
net fish very much smaller 
than those the Fish Hawk can 
catch himself but, I suppose, 
he counts on the volume of 
business. 

Osprey are migratory birds. 
They stay north along the 
coast as long as the food 
supply is abundant. When the 
fish go south, so do they. The 
rivers and 
lakes leave for warmer waters 
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long before the northern wa- 
ters freeze over, sealing off 
their source of food. 

The next time you see an 
Osprey, a Fish Hawk, watch 
it closely and try to determine 
whether you, at the moment, 
are beholding a_ generous 
family-man, a roughneck, a 
good neighbor, or a thief. You 
will delight in the surmisings. 

Point View Island 

Robert C. Friedrich (College 
Point’s Unusual Past, in the No- 
vember issue) refers to Witzell’s 
famous Point View Island summer 
resort near by. I recall when Joe 
Witzel bought the place in 1892 
and saw it expand into one of the 
most popular resorts of its kind 
in Queens County. The 25 acres 
were beautifully landscaped with 
fine roads and paths. There were 
four ball grounds and a 400-foot 


dock on which some of the best 
known New York politicians of 
that day staggered back to their 
excursion boat. P. C. Pabst, Flush- 
ing. 
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Sea Cliff’s Unique Railway 


During the latter years of the 
19th century the north shore vil- 
lage of Sea Cliff had a very un- 
usual means of transportation lead- 
ing from the business section to 
the shorefront. It was called the 
Seacliff Inclined Cable Railway 
and was owned and operated by a 
company of which John Merwin 
Oldrin, publisher of the Sea Cliff 
News, was for a time the presi- 
dent. 

Oldrin, born at West Hampton 
in 1836, son of the Methodist min- 
ister, was a man of ideas, it seems. 
At the age of 14 he began study- 
ing for the ministry but later took 
up schoolteaching which carried 
him to various parts of the state, 
finally settling at Hempstead 
where he taught for some ten 
years. Meanwhile, marrying Miss 
Nettie Burtis Coles of Southold, 
they had four daughters and a son. 

After giving up teaching, Oldrin 
became a member of the general 
mercantile firm of Clowes, Oldrin 
& Co., at Hempstead, also serving 
as village clerk, trustee and town 
clerk. He later returned to school- 
teaching for a spell and in 1869 
married Miss Sarah Clarissa Ran- 
dall, also a schoolteacher, from 
Michigan. In 1876 they located at 
Sea Cliff where he started a retail 
store and a local express business. 
After a few years he opened a real 
estate office and in 1888, having 
accumulated a considerable sur- 


plus, purchased the Sea Cliff News, 
running it in connection with his 
other enterprises. 
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GUILD OPTICIANS 


18 Deer Park Ave. Babylon 
Tel. MOhawk 9-0927 


Meanwhile, having lost his sec- 
ond wife by whom he had had two 
children, he married Miss Eva 
Stella Rogers, a native of West 
Islip, they having one child. In 
1885 the merchant-publisher-broker 
was appointed postmaster by Pres- 
ident Cleveland. Somewhere along 
the line he found time with others 
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to launch the inclined cable rail- 
way which not only carried pas- 
sengers, express and freight up 
the iong, steep hill from the steam- 
boat landing, but proved to be a 
real attraction for the horse-and- 
buggy tourists of that day. Just 
when the unique line was termi- 
nated we do not know. 


SEA CLIFF RAILWAY 
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Trained in New York— 
Successful Around the World 


New York, it’s now conceded, is 
the focal point for students from 
all over the globe as well as the 
United States. That a far-from- 
home education cuts family ties far 
less often than many people be- 
lieve is the news from the Trap- 
hagen School of Fashion. This 
school’s bright penthouse studios 
in the heart of New York City, at 





Esther Soobrian 


1680 Broadway (52d St.) have 
attracted, from every state in the 
Union and nearly 100 foreign 
countries, students who want to 
make careers for themselves in the 
vast field of fashion. They come to 
the center of the industry’s uni- 
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verse to study, but many, many of 
them afterwards go home to build 
careers. 

Toula Adams Simmons came 
from Omaha, Nebraska, and she 
went back too, both to marry and 
to make a career. Fashion art was 
her major at Traphagen, and now 
she writes of her job as advertis- 
ing manager and fashion artist at 
The Aquila, Omaha’s most exclu- 
sive store ... “Dear Miss Trap- 
hagen: This is exactly the position 
I have always aimed for. I realize 
that it is the finest and most de- 
sirable position in the city of 
Omaha ...I am so thankful to 
you for the wonderful training.” 

Mrs. Clement H. Soobrian,(shown 
working on a design on the-dress 
form) is the wife of a technical 
engineer in Aruba, Netherlands 
Antilles, who sent her to Trap- 
hagen for instruction. After com- 
pleting her course she fiew back 
nome to husband and children with 
a coniract, arranged by the school’s 
Placement Bureau and signed and 
sealed, which entrusted her with 
the opening of a sewing machine 
center where she is now teaching 
dressmaking. She has also estab- 
lished a custom design and dress- 
making business of her own on 
this isiand which is the site of the 
world’s largest oil refinery. 

These are but two of thousands 
in the school’s 


mand for fashion training is on 


“archives.” The de- 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


the increase and to meet the need 
Traphagen has opened new class- 
rooms in the Clothing Construc- 
tion studios to accommodate both 
day and evening students. Since 
draping and design, dressmaking, 
patternmaking and grading, all 
subjects in this department, are 





Toula Adams Simmons 


taught individually, students enter 
the year around, the new ones re- 
placing the trained in each class 
as they finish their courses and de- 
part ... frequently for successful 
careers awaiting them in their old 
hometowns. 
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Messenger 
Continued From Page 9 
thundered down the American 
turf to win laurels as kings 
and queens of the horse-rac- 


ing world. 
On the distaff side of Mes- 
senger, Miller’s Damsel 


(1802) was his best daughter. 
She would have established 
an enduring reputation if she 
had done nothing more than 
mother American Eclipse 
(1814). She was considered by 
far the best mare of her day 
on the Northern turf, having 
beaten the best horses then in 
training, especially at four- 
mile heats. Fair Rachel, an- 
other daughter, was second 
only to Miller’s Damsel, and 
equally notable was Romp. 
Messenger’s grandson, 
American Eclipse, was un- 
beaten in a very long life of 
thirty-four years. According 
to the renown turf critic and 
authority, John Randolph of 
toanoke, this celebrated 


horse derived his greatness 
principally from his dam, Mil- 
ler’s Damsel. The chief trans- 
mitter of Messenger’s blood, 
American Eclipse won fame 
against the Virginia-bred Sir 
Henry in the _ intersectional 
North versus South match in 
1823 over the Union Course 
on Long Island. 


A daughter of American 
Eclipse, Ariel (1822), ran 345 
miles in fifty-seven races, of 
which she won _ forty-two. 
Miss Woodford (1880), win- 
ner in thirty-seven of forty- 
eight starts, was once the 
leading money-winning mare 
and the first American Thor- 
oughbred to win above $100,- 
000 on the American turf. 
Winning all of thirteen races 
in a period of about nine 
weeks, Tremont (1884) is con- 
sidered the greatest juvenile 
ever seen in America. Domino 
(1891), the “Black Whirl- 
wind,”’ was the best horse at 
a mile of his day and held the 
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money-winning championship 
for twenty-five years. His son, 
Commando (1898), a muscu- 
lar progenitor, inherited the 
speed of his sire to win seven 
of nine races. Orby (1904), 
whose dam was bred here, 
won both the English and 
Irish derbies in 1907. Colin 
(1905), descending from Dom- 
ino, was never beaten in his 
two racing years. Man o’ War 
(1917), the most famous 
horse of the twentieth cen- 
tury, won twenty of twenty- 
one starts and_ established 
five American track records. 


Exterminator (1915), Ken- 
tucky Derby winner in 1918, 
shared with Man o’ War the 
general opinion of the great- 
est American- foaled Thor- 
oughbred. Victor in fifty of one 
hundred starts and the only 
horse to win the Saratoga Cup 
four times, Exterminator won 
in wind, rain, sleet, and wilt- 
ing heat over fast tracks, slop- 
py tracks, heavy tracks, and 
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slow tracks at almost all dis- 
tances from 514 furlongs to 
214 miles carrying all sizes 
and types of jockeys under 
huge packages of weight. Cru- 
sader (1923), son of Man 0’ 
War, is the only horse ever to 
win the Suburban Handicap 
twice. Sun Beau (1925), Blue 
Larkspur (1926), and Top 
Flight (1929) ranked first of 
their time and in their class 
as money-winners. Equipoise 
(1928), holder in 1932 of the 
record for the mile, was one 
of the best horses this coun- 
try ever produced. All of 
these horses carried Messen- 
ger blood as they pounded 
their way towards victories in 
the yesteryears of turf his- 
tory. 

One of the greatest achieve- 
ments of any horse is to win 
the American Triple Crown, 
comprising the Kentucky Der- 
by, the Preakness Stakes, and 
the Belmont Stakes. Only 
eight horses have ever accom- 
plished this feat. Gallant Fox 
did it in 1930, and his son 
named Omaha duplicated his 
sire’s achievement in 1935. 
War Admiral, Man o’ War’s 
most famous son, did it in 
1937. In 1941 Whirlaway 
romped to victory in the three 
events, and in 1946 Assault, 
the grandson of Equipoise, 
won this coveted distinction. 
All of these horses were de- 
scendants of Messenger. 

The bronze plaque, imbed- 
ded in the memoria! erected 
to Messenger in Locust Valley, 
makes the claim that 

“Today His Blood Is Car- 
ried By Most American Thor- 
oughbreds.” There is ample 
justification for the Homeric 
Judgment of Hercules, also in- 
scribed on the bronze plaque: 

“None But Himself Can Be 
His Own Parallel.” 


The Forum makes pleasing and 
easy Christmas remembrances. 
Mabel W. Merritt, Farmingdale. 
(Mrs. Jesse Merritt, a busy coun- 
selor at law, has used Forum sub- 
scriptions as Christmas gifts for 
some years.) 


From U. S. Forester 
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joy the Forum. I’m working down for an old Long Island (East 
in the real pine country now, but 
even better, am near the ocean. 
Newton, N. C., was too far inland 


Hampton) boy. 
Craig T. Bell 
Conway, S. C. 
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Back Lane Driving 


Continued from page 7 


it off the path and into the 
bushes. I did not drive that 
road again in a hurry. 

I have not gone in for driv- 
ing in recent years. I prefer 
to spend my spare moments 
looking over the old family 
records. Here is something I 
ran into recently. When in 
1760 my great-great-great- 
grandfather Thomas Strong 
and two of his daughters, 
Mary and Catura, died of 
smallpox, the bill of Dr. Gil- 
bert Smith for all his services 
during their illness amounted 
to only thirteen pounds, fif- 
teen shillings, and four pence, 
current money of New York, 
the equivalent of something 
less than $70. 


A Revolutionary Letter 


New York Governor William 
Tryon, who held that office as ap- 


pointee of the British Crown at 
the outbreak of the Revolution in 
1775, in October of 1777 addressed 
a letter to the Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Buell, minister at East Hampton, 
as follows: 

“Rev’d Sir:—I have much satis- 
faction in the opportunity afforded 
me to transmit to you the King’s 
Commission, Manifesto and Procla- 
mation—which hold forth the Olive 
Branch to America and which, if 
happily cherished and Ingrafted on 
the inner affections will infallibly, 
in spite of the French, the Pope 
and the devil, Grow up to a Tree 
of Life, Peace, Prosperity and 
Union to the WHOLE Empire. But 
should it be suffered to wither by 
Ingratitude, Obstinacy and Bold 
Disdain, It may Light a Torch that 
will set this Continent in a blaze. 

“Sensible as I am that Delusion 
has run its Course, I have the most 
confidential hope that the Mani- 
festo* will have the happiest effect 
to both countries and in that View, 
and at the desires of the Kings 
Commissioners, I am to request 
that you will make this Publica- 
tion to circulate through your 
Town Ship and also to read it on 
one or two Sundays after Divine 
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Services in your churches, that the 
people will be comforted with the 
Grace that is dealt out to them. I 
am with regard Rev’d Sir, 


“William Tryon, Gov’r.” 


*Here Dr. Buell wrote the word 
“Ha” in the margin. 

I found a copy of the above let- 
ter in the old South Side Signal of 
Babylon for August 7, 1875. Tryon 
was governor of the province of 
New York at the outbreak of the 
Revolution in 1775 and was obliged 
to take refuge on a British war- 
ship when the war began. Follow- 
ing the battle of Long Island in 
August of 1776 Tryon was re- 
turned to power and served as a 
General in the Tory forces, wreak- 
ing much havoc upon the New 
York and Long Island enemies of 
the Crown. 

He was a personal friend of 
Judge David Jones of Massapequa 
and visited this distinguished fel- 
low Tory occasionally. When the 
Judge built an imposing new home 
at Massapequa in 1770 he named it 
Tryon Hall. It stood on Merrick 
Road for more than 150 years be- 
fore being partially destroyed by 
fire during the 1940’s after which 
it was demolished. 

John Tooker 
Babylon 








§ 


Lé 





é 
eee 
—_— 





J BRENTWOOD 


OF SUFFOLK 


and SECURE 


— STATE BANK 


~ 


—ZHor Griendy Service... 


THREE OFFICES 
AMITYVILLE 
BAY SHORE 


SOUND 


Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 


(Formerly South Side Bank, Bay Shore and Brentwood, and Bank of Amityville) 

















| 














“TT ERA E 


SAVE CARRYING, HANGING TIME 
SAVE % OF YOUR IRONING TIME 
SAVE WAITING—GAS DRYERS ARE 
FASTEST BY FAR 


Get a 


Automatic Clothes Dryer 


Automatic washing machines are 
just half a modern laundry. 
You're still dependent on good 
weather—need extra hours of 
time—without an automatic 
dryer. Get a GAS dryer—it’s 
fastest and most economical. It 
gets clothes soft and fluffy—many 
need no ironing. 


CNLY GAS DRIES SO FAST 
COSTS SO LITTLE 


Wash days become wash minutes 
... your laundry becomes truly 
automatic! 


Whipping, Stretching 





4N SUNSHINE. No Fading: 


AND NOW’S THE TIME to install a new automatic GAS dryer. Now, before 
winter’s cold sets in, rid yourself of those cold, miserable outdoor clothes drying 
chores. With an automatic GAS clothes dryer you can dry your washes any time, 
any day regardless of the weather. 


Get full details and demonstration at your local appliance dealer's, 
plumber’s shop or at our local business office. 


For hotter water, whiter washes also ask us about liberal terms for 
buying or renting an Automatic Gas Water Heater. 


LONG ISLAND LIGHTING COMPANY 





A Rapelje Descendant 


I am interested in the article in 
the September, 1955, issue of your 
periodical entitled “Sarah Rapelje. 
Islander” born June 9, 1625, be- 
cause I am a descendant of her 
parents, Joris Jansen de Rapelje 
and Catalyntje (Trico) de Rapelyje 

Joris and Catalyntje had eleven 
children and I am descended from 
their eighth child, a son, Jeronimus 
de Rapelje, born June 27, 1643. 

My great-grandmother, Cather- 
ine (Sprainger) Stoothoff, was 
a great-great -grandaughter of 
Teunis de Rapelje, born May 22, 
1726, who was a great-great-grand- 
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son of Joris and Catalyntje de 
Rapelje. Teunis de Rapelje was a 
great-grandson of Jeronimus. 

My tacts are obtained from pa- 
pers given me by my father, the 
late Cornelius Eldert, and some 
are to be found in the history of 
the Rapelje, Stoothoff and Eldert 
families in the book “American 
Families of Historic Lineage” 
second volume of the Long Island 
histories. 

Mrs. Joseph P. Smyth 
Sayville 


Horseshoe Crabs Edible 


On page 191 of your October 
issue Meade C. Dobson of Kew 
Gardens refers to a factual and 
scientific description of the horse- 
shoe crab by a Mr. Smith. From 
this letter I can’t tell whether Mr 
Smith or Mr. Dobson consider the 
horseshoe crab as inedible. 

I can’t imagine why the horse- 
shoe crab is considered inedible. I 
ate many of them as a boy and 
found them very tasty. They have 
a flavor all of their own. We pre- 
pared them by merely tossing them 
into a fire we built on the beach. I 
couldn’t prepare the crab in our 
house as my mother would not 
allow me to bring the crab into the 
house. 

Both the white meat and a sub- 
stance that looks like tiny green 
eggs of the size of a pinhead are 
edible. I feel people are missing a 
good thing in considering this crab 
inedible. Today they are used as 
eel bait. 

Jos. E. Dockow 
Hicksville 
Samp Mortar Headstone 

Once I told an uncle of mine in 
New Suffolk that I had never seen 
a samp mortar. He promptly drove 
me to the cemetery on the left side 
of the road between Peconic and 
Southold. A man directed in his 
will that his samp mortar be used 
for his headstone, and there it is. 

(Miss) Rosetta Terry 
Patchogue 

Note: Now if some kind reader 
would send us a good photo of one 
we'd let others see it. Editor. 





Liked Tooker’s Story 


I enjoyed the story by John 
Tooker in the December Forum 
concerning Jamaica. I served for 
over forty years in the Jamaica 
post office, eight years of which I 
served as postmaster under Presi- 
dents Coolidge and Hoover. 

L. D. Brown, Jamaica 
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Connoisseur It’s 
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Tel. AMityville 4-4000 


YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU TRIED 


LUNCHEON - DINNER (or SNACK) 
he SHospitality Shoppe 


where excellent food, skillfully prepared and promptly served, 
is primed to meet the better taste. 


Amityville, L. I. 


“ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHO'VE TRIED IT” 


























